
• AGENDA: (minutes in yellow) 
 

• 1. Spreading the word: (Paul Clifford's notes circulated) 

• 2. JUST FOOD update Food Festival + Agri-Urban 

• 3. Community Orchard/IE: new initiatives. 

• 4. Public Realm, and Future sites ( Enhance Environment) 
updates after MCC officer meetings. 

• 5. Abergavenny Hub update. 

• 6.Bryn Y Cwm Area Committee: first meeting 

• 6. A.O.B 

 

 
Present: Fraser Stephens, Freddy Edmonds, Patrick Hannay: ( smallest turn-out yet). 

Need to enquire if Bach choir every Thursday throughout the year; if so change 
day for meeting: 

Apologies: Francis Buxton, Jeremy Gass, Anthe Fairey, ( all Bach Choir) Richard Lewis, 
Stephen Harris, Jon Prince, Gethin Jones, Dick Cole, Simon Bilsborough. Paul Clifford, 
Mary Ann Swanson. 



ATT Spreading the word…… 

• Meeting held 6th July in Abergavenny Community centre 
chaired by Paul Clifford. 

• Summary notes on how to broaden reach of ATT, have been 
circulated to ATT members by Paul Clifford: ………….any 
comments? Please feedback to Paul a.s.a.p. 

• Further action ?.......... ( too small a group to discuss 
meaningfully at this meeting. Move to next meeting.) 



Repair café?? ( to discuss) 

• Llandrindod example visited ( M-A S) 

• Repair stations offered…………. 

• Sharpening:  popular, attracts others.  

• Electricals:  Much in demand - Computers, mobiles, electric 
fires, lamps, bread-maker, kettles etc.  

• Woodwork/General: Furniture, broken crockery, bags, broken 
jewellery, clocks, etc. 

• Sewing: Curtains, clothes, darning, alterations  

• Bikes: less in demand now, but can also be for walking aids or 
wheelchairs for example 

• Obvious location and team for this ‘Mens Shed’ at ACC but 
need to discuss current commitment  and workability  with 
Marion Pearse and with current members. 

 



JUST FOOD developments: 

• EU Agri- Urban project : Dates 

• 1. Food Festival Talk: Professor Kevin Morgan (Cardiff 
University) with 13 EU country delegates present:  Saturday 
16th September pm.( time + charge to be confirmed) 

• 2. Food Fest Gathering @ Abergavenny Community Centre  
Sat Sep 16th 5-30 to 8-00pm (Limited ticketed £25.00 check) 
JUST FOOD to present manifesto at event: 

• 3.Fringe event:  “What future for fishΚέ – Friday Sept 15th at 
St Mary’s church: evening: time to be confirmed 

• 4. Thursday night  Sept 14th , Community feast in Market Hall. 
Manifesto distributed : Aberecapella  singing. Book online 
through Food festival. ( time to be confirmed) 

 

 

 

Agri Urban Feasibility study into a Food Hub for Monmouthshire:  
bid won by Promar consultancy Nantwich.   
 



Mapping the Food supply system to Abergavenny:  
Is it worth doing? What will it tell us? The gap between the vision 
and the current reality? How wide is it? Volunteers to log what 
they see by photographing vans when in town and send jpegs to 
PH. Anybody willing to volunteer? 



Food Policy initiatives ( Land Workers Alliance) 

• 1. England: tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ CƻƻŘ tƻƭƛŎȅ: ( Pro horticulture expansion) 

• https://www.peoplesfoodpolicy.org/ 

• 2.Wales relevant ( again pro-horticulture): “ A Matter of Scale” 

• Click here to read the full report 'A Matter of Scale' 

• Click here to download fact sheets from the report. 

• Click here to watch short films on the findings in the report: 

  ”A dramatic increase in the number of small, agro-ecological market 

gardens, especially in peri-urban areas, could help reduce the trade gap for 

fruit and vegetables, while providing pleasant and meaningful all year-round 

employment for local peopleò. éééé. 

ñMany young people are attracted to the more varied, meaningful and skilled 

work offered by small scale organic and agro-ecological holdings, as 

opposed to industrial farm work which is perceived to be monotonous.ò  

Two essential recently published documents to investigate 

https://www.peoplesfoodpolicy.org/
https://www.peoplesfoodpolicy.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5dw4mKBC3yEdzRIOHhNbkFwUFg1MWNycHNpZW5JaDBnWVNr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5dw4mKBC3yEdzRIOHhNbkFwUFg1MWNycHNpZW5JaDBnWVNr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5dw4mKBC3yEdzRIOHhNbkFwUFg1MWNycHNpZW5JaDBnWVNr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5dw4mKBC3yEelAxVEpzRmJwRkE
https://vimeo.com/user67146954


https://www.nfu-cymru.org.uk/news/latest-news/farming-bringing-wales-together/  

ATT/JUST FOOD  to make links with Kate Beavan  if not already linked through other 
group connections: TO CHECK 

The traditonal farmer view NFU Cymru: pro-livestock current report sent to Assembly 

https://www.nfu-cymru.org.uk/news/latest-news/farming-bringing-wales-together/
https://www.nfu-cymru.org.uk/news/latest-news/farming-bringing-wales-together/
https://www.nfu-cymru.org.uk/news/latest-news/farming-bringing-wales-together/
https://www.nfu-cymru.org.uk/news/latest-news/farming-bringing-wales-together/
https://www.nfu-cymru.org.uk/news/latest-news/farming-bringing-wales-together/
https://www.nfu-cymru.org.uk/news/latest-news/farming-bringing-wales-together/
https://www.nfu-cymru.org.uk/news/latest-news/farming-bringing-wales-together/
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https://www.nfu-cymru.org.uk/news/latest-news/farming-bringing-wales-together/
https://www.nfu-cymru.org.uk/news/latest-news/farming-bringing-wales-together/
https://www.nfu-cymru.org.uk/news/latest-news/farming-bringing-wales-together/


JUST FOOD research/ action projects to be explored 

• 1. Scope the allotments across Monmouthshire; waiting lists 
and capacity. Test to what degree is it for Health and Well- 
Being or serious production. ( This will include Community 
supported agriculture – Dingestow and Landshare/ Chepstow 
+ maybe Steve and June @Pandy. ( We may stretch to include 
Crickhowell and Llangattock+ former horticulture on Mardy). 

• 2. Public plate and local food supply: Explore providing those 
children on Free school meals in Aber with good food 
availability + possible growing  experiences over summer 
school holidays: Link to Katie Palmer in Cardiff  already leading 
on this. Link all passionate teachers  in MCC  primary schools 
with food interests together.  

• 3. Pushing the availability of drinking water in public places 
plus access in retail areas to refill water containers. 



Community Orchard + Incredible Edible 

• Alison Newsam has applied for a grant to 
provide hedging for the St. Helen's Road 
garden and should hear from the TC soon. 

• Jeff has submitted the Project Completion 
Report  on  the Orchard. 25% rest of funding 
due in 10 days. 

• The information and interpretation board are 
still at the design stage. Need to speed up. 

• Two benches have been purchased and are 
being stored in the container to be installed 
after hay baling. 

 Successful bid by King Henry VIII School to devise a community 
project for a targeted group of young people working with 
Monmouthshire's Pupil Referral Service, Youth Service, the 
Youth Offending Service and Incredible Edible Abergavenny. 

St Helens Road 



Orchard + IE :Dates for your diaries 

•IE bed working party: 11.00 – 1.00 Sunday 23rd July, starting in Laurie Jones 
Community Orchard 
 
•Proposed dates for hay cutting, turning & baling in Orchard: 5th – 12th August 
 
•Lining pond and securing benches: 12/13th or 26/27th August ( Times to be 
confirmed) 
 
•Food Festival feast : Thurs evening 14th September (Abercapella singing) 
 
•Just Food event: 7.30 p.m. Fri 15th September. St Marys Church 
 
•Food Festival 16th & 17th September. Saturday Talks + book launch 
 
•Apple Pressing event, Abergavenny Community Centre: 21st or 22nd October TBC 
 
•Annual Wassail in Laurie Jones Community Orchard on 20th or 27th January 201 
TBC. 



Meeting MCC Chief Planner Mark Hand, and Ben Terry 
Urban Designer. Future urban sites Abergavenny  

(follow-up questions to Mark Hand) 

• 1. Were you encouraging the working group  to continue this sort of work 
and that  it might become supplementary guidance……. OR 

 

• 2. Should we simply feed such analyses through to Ben Terry and have 
regular informal conversations with him……..  OR 

 

• 3. Would we be better advised to turn our energies towards advising the 
Planning committee of Town Council on any Pre-Apps that come in……..  

• OR………. whether to do all three at once…… 

 

No reply as yet from Mark Hand: Enhance Environment Theme 
working  group suggests no.2 most likely. 



Abergavenny 1929 
A garden filled back land site 
just outside the town wall:  an 
odd left over space between 
main street grid. 
Is this the chance to connect it 
into the grain of the town TOWN WALL 

Part of presentation made to Mark 

Hand, MCC  Chief Planner 



? 

What actually is the site ? 

? 

Will these sites be added to 
the McArthy Stone 
development proposals? 



Also sent ǘƻ aŀǊƪ IŀƴŘΧΧΧΦ 

The research can be found at www.dwell.group.shef.ac.uk 
 

Studies from Sheffield University  School of 
Architecture DWELL unit: Designing for Wellbeing 
in Environments for Later Life. 
 
Garden block typology: Maybe has some lessons 
for Tudor Street? 

http://www.dwell.group.shef.ac.uk/


POST OFFICE/BT/HEN+ CHICKS ( future potential) SITE 

For Enhancing Environment Theme future sites working group, Paul Rennie and 

Peter Brown + others developing potential scheme to show MCC + Town Council. 

Also explore land swaps. 



1995  speculative scheme for these sites  



Hospital estate futures 

• Paul Rennie is contacting Nick Wood Chief Operating Officer 
of the Aneurin Bevan Health Trust 

• We also have another contact  Andrew Walker, Programme 
Director, Aneurin BevanUniversity Health Board ,regarding the 
proposals for the new Specialist and Critical Care Centre 
(SCCC) at Llanfrechfa and the implications for Nevill Hall 
Hospital,Abergavenny. Need to clarify Maindiff Court future. 

•We also need someone to trace where the current MCC County 
land farm holdings  are and particularly any that are around 
Abergavenny/Llanfoist/ Llanellen/Llanwenarth for experimental 
horticulture projects. 
 

County Council Farms 



Work starts on Morrisons ǎƛǘŜΧΧΧΧΧΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ 
why wont Morrisons confirm ( see Aber Chronic this week) 



The Abergavenny Hub 

• From MCC tender document 5th July 2017:  “Initial design 
work has been undertaken and has been well received, the 
principles of which involve the creation of a mezzanine at first 
floor level and a large open plan shared space to 
accommodate a new hub. The proposal also included the 
provision of a new lift and the re-alignment of users to 
improve operational efficiency.  County Council considered an 
initial business case in September 2016 and agreed to move 
forward into the next stage of the design, the report and 
initial designs can be viewed using the following link and 
viewing agenda item 10a.” 

• https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.as
px?CId=143&MId=819&Ver=4 

• “We are now seeking to secure a team to finalise the designs, 
prepare a specification and tender document for the 
appointment of a construction partner”. 

 

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=819&Ver=4
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=819&Ver=4


Abergavenny Hub contnd………… 

• “The Council wishes to appoint a team to undertake the following scope of 
works, working with our In House Principal Designer, Robert Dennis.”(from 
MCC document) 

• “The scheme – which has been designed by the council’s in-house 
principal designer Robert Dennis – includes the delivery of a new public 
lift” ( Chronicle 13.07.17) 

• Googling Robert Dennis comes up with Monmouthshire's Health and 
Safety Manager. https://www.linkedin.com/in/robert-dennis-
b4231a62/?ppe=1 He’s not on the ARB register so isn’t an Architect so we 
don’t know where his design qualifications are from.  

• The drawings included in the MCC appendix were actually by Ellis Williams 
Architects. 

• Key questions:  

• 1. Agreed go-ahead September 2016 by MCC, why delay of 10 months to 
move to next stage? 

• 2. Do MCC understand what It takes for any architect, re: time to design 
when all they have is a sketch outline. 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/robert-dennis-b4231a62/?ppe=1
https://www.linkedin.com/in/robert-dennis-b4231a62/?ppe=1
https://www.linkedin.com/in/robert-dennis-b4231a62/?ppe=1
https://www.linkedin.com/in/robert-dennis-b4231a62/?ppe=1
https://www.linkedin.com/in/robert-dennis-b4231a62/?ppe=1


Programme: … 

• Issue of Invitation to Tender 5th July 2017 
 

• Closing date for submission of Tenders 12 noon 28th July 2017 
 

• Tenderer interviews/presentation ( if the Council determines these 
are required) W/C 7th August 2017 
 

• Notification of result of evaluation 11th August 2017 
 

• Expected date of award of Contract(s) 11th August 2017 
 

• Contract commencement  21st August 2017 

 



First of a new style Bryn Y Cwm Area 
Committee? Meeting 12.07.17 

• Bryn Y Cwm = essentially North Monmouthshire 

• Area committee = policy + listening  forum for county councillors of all 
wards in N. Monmouthshire, + small awards distribution. 

• Following collapse of Bryn Y Cwm Programme Board and the Whole Place 
Plan, MCC reviewed future of Area Committees. 

• Review outcome: pilot new Bryn Y Cwm Area Committee with new 
governance to be more inclusive of community / voluntary groups. Still not 
clear how this is going to work. 

• Key advocates of retaining the Area Committee ( Doug Edwards and John 
Prosser ) – no longer County Councillors. 

• ( TA )Five year plan presented in brief. Confusion over who it is for. 
Unresolved: Volume of  volunteer work recognised. 

• Public realm work for  Abergavenny to be on agenda of  next  meeting in 
September. 



A.O.B 
• The Housing/employment…any movement? Can ATT act 

• “Monmouthshire is still the most expensive area in Wales in which to buy a 

property with prices averaging £243,231.00. In Blaenau Gwent ( the adjacent 
county) average house prices are still the lowest in Wales at £96,197.00.” 

• (Source: Principality Building Society as reported in Aber Chronicle  13.07.17) 

• PH to chase facts on M CC owned land south of Waste Transfer station to explore 
plots for low cost self-build timber frame  houses on steep slope. 

• . 

• Assist promoting the Market’s food traders to those most 
struggling with food poverty( cheaper than supermarkets)? 

• PH  and others to explore with vegetable stalls what happens  at end of day trading 
to left overs. Note according to Pam Mason, Philip Jones food distribution 
company is already dropping off unsold vegetables etc to ACE on the Mardy and at 
the ACC Park Street.  ( TO CHECK) See also JUST FOOD slides above. 

• NEXT MEETING: AUGUST 10TH 7.15 PM ACC 



In Bloom? Bloominô horrible! 

Could we do something betteré.more relevant to diversity etc? 

Check who currently has contract and ask Town Council ,is this good value? 


