
POST- BREXIT MEETING LONDON 

 
•Who called the meeting? 
•An umbrella organisation of environmental  (food related) groups called 

SUSTAIN. See the letter (attached to e-mail)to David Davies .the BREXIT 

minister not the climate-denying Monmouthsihre MP 

 
•Who was there? 
•See the list of orgnaisiations on the letter attached to the e-mail that has this 

pdf with it. 

 
•What  was the broad analysis of impact / opportunity? 
•Tendency for meeting to be dominated by desire to protect and promote the 

best of EU directives on environmental matters ( see letter). One assumes that 

most at the meeting were ‘Remainers’ since there was little evidence of seeing  

see any positve chances to do something better when freed from EU Directives 

 
•What might it mean on the ground here at 

Abergavenny/ Monmouthshire?  
While this was a UK wide meeting, it is quite clear that with Wales ‘s Well Being 

of Future Generations and that Food ,Farming and Environment are devolved 

matters and Leslie Griffiths, the Minister is an empathetic listener , 

thenfocussing the contents of this letter in Wales may get a sympathetic 

hearing.  

Caroline Fookes 



FOOD ASSEMBLY: Elaine Blanchard 



A European network started in France: 



• Elaine Blanchard, a chef, who has set up the Food 
Assembly at the Abergavenny Community Centre 
(every Wednesday 5.15pm – 6.45pm) presented the 
slides which are attached to the same e-mail, as a 
separate pdf which explain what the Food Assembly 
is.  



PAMELA  MASON………. 



 

     EU Agri Urban Project: list of Municipalities 
          * = joined in 2nd Phase 

 

Municipality of:-   Baena, Spain: East of Cordoba; north of Malaga 

  Fundao, Portugal: East of Coimbra; north of Castelo Branco 

  Pyli, Greek island of Kos: 

  Sodertalje, Sweden: South west of Stockholm 

  Cesenna, Italy: South East of Bologna, near coast. 

  *Jelgava, Latvia:  South West of Riga. 

  *Mollet Del Valles, Spain: North of Barcelona 

  *Petrinja, Croatia: South east of Zagreb 

  Mouans- Sartoux, France: north east of Cannes, South east of Grasse 

  *Abergavenny, Monmouthshire; Wales  

  LAG “Pays des Condruses”,Belgium: Between Liege and Naumur 

 

Coming to Abergavenny Food Festival: September 2017 



• Pamela had put together a precis of the essence of the very long EU Agri 
Urban document. ( see attached pdf with the e-mail. This was a huge 
task!) 

• Pamela is possibly going to workshops  in Rotterdam in the next stage of 
the project.  

• At the meeting we tried to spot which of the 11 towns/cities might have 
relevant initiatives to our context here. Annoyingly the visit to the  one 
town most relevant, ( Mollets Del Vallets nr Barcelona)has already 
occurred. Councillor Prosser and Deserie Mansfield of MCC went. We still 
await a proper report back.  

• It’s a two-year period of visits to these other towns and in parallel there 
should be  developed a  Food plan for the Bryn Y Cwm area addressing the 
most relevant of the aspects set out  in the EU framework above.  

• While EU funding is confirmed for this two year stage, funding for any 
project for Bryn Y Cwm that might come out of it, is uncertain.  

• ATT will keep a watching brief on the project’s progress. How we might 
engage and who would do that is uncertain also. To be addressed at next 
ATT meeting in September after the Rotterdam workshops. 



TO NOTE: House of Commons:  most recent Climate Change Committee report 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-36765925 
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Local food sourcing ,supermarket -style: Keep it British? Are they 
really aiming to raise the level of UK self-sufficiency of food 
supply? 



Aldi, or Tesco… they all use “Wood Farm” as a brand, a farm that doesn’t 

exist. The fact that they support Team GB keeps the flag on the packaging 

suggesting the food is from the UK but the food could be from Morroco  

(bottom right) 



   DINGESTOW COURT :COMMUNITY SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE 

Visited by Marianne Last, 

Freddy Edmonds, Catherine 

Fookes, Patrick Hannay, Jane 

Llewellyn Dixon 



DINGESTOW COURT website: 
http://old-lands.co.uk/walled-garden/  
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• “Community Supported Agriculture is a club formed to support a particular project. 
Members can share in the running of the project and usually a professional grower is 
employed. There is a membership charge and members guarantee to buy a veg box 
regularly , thus providing a guaranteed market to the grower and minimising waste 
(how much gets thrown away unsold in the market I wonder?) 

•  As there is no middleman prices are generally lower and food is guaranteed fresh, 
local and organic. 

•  The veg box contains a variety of produce chosen by the producer according to what 
is available and what they consider fair. 

•  Dingestow asked me in advance about any vegetables I didn't like and they have a 
swop box for people to trade.  

• Some CSAs ask for a year's payment upfront to keep the thing afloat. 

•  Dingestow ask for payment by weekly standing order, which is easier on the 
members.  

• They also have weekly volunteer days when members can help in the garden and are 
asking for some admin help as well. This means that members can be very involved 
but it is not compulsory. 

•  They are also planning members' social events and hope to be more than just a shop. 
Everybody benefits. 

•  Prices are kept low, food is excellent quality, local, fresh and organic, and the 
producer has a guaranteed market and a guaranteed income”.      MARIANNE LAST 
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This has all been created from a derelict 

walled garden space since last September, a 

major achievement 

There is an established 

orchard with well spaced 

out trees which has 

allowed more vegetable 

growing 

The house belongs to the Bosanquet 

family: Colum Pawson took on the 

growing project. It needs your support 

 a small greenhouse 



It’s a very productive garden. The  

food is all ready for purchase. Don’t 

let it be wasted…… Currently one smallish polytunnel 

growing tomatoes. 



typical contents of a  weekly veg box 



Directions for Dingestow 

FROM ABERGAVENNY 

 

Take the A40 to Raglan.  

 At the roundabout, take the second exit, signposted A40 towards Monmouth and 

Newport. 

 Turn left (after the castle) on to the road for Mitchel Troy. 

  After approximately 1½ miles, you will see a bus stop on your left. Turn left 

immediately following the bus stop into a small lane, signposted Route 30 (a small 

blue National Cycle Route sign).  

 Please drive very slowly and take particular care on this narrow and winding lane, 

which runs for 2/3 of a mile, ending at a T-junction.  Turn right at the T-junction, then 

right again after ¼ of a mile, into the drive for Seddon House, marked with a sign for 

the Gwent Wildlife Trust.   

Follow the drive until you reach buildings. Before going through an arch in the main 

building, take a left through a stone wall.   

Seddon House is directly in front of you. 

 



James Swift of Trealy Farm, Mitchell Troy, Monmouth, 
NP25 4BL  was present at the meeting and joined the 

discussions 

• “Trealy Farm Charcuterie business, which has been going 
locally since 2004 and is the UK's first and largest Charcuterie 
company - all free range British meat, sourced mainly through 
producer groups we have set up and with well over a 
hundred smaller family farms involved overall and 30+ 
products made”. 

• “We have been attending Usk Farmers' Market twice a month 
with our produce since spring 2004 but obviously now the 

business as a whole sells across the U.K”   James Swift 



• “Trealey Farm is a mixed organic farm, mainly 
producing Traditional Breed Lamb and Beef, but with 
organic vegetables growing on some of our land by 
'Paul's Organic Veg' in tandem with Square Farm 
(who are at the Abergavenny Food Assembly and Usk 
Farmers' Market.)”     James Swift 

 



Trealy Farm Charcuterie: details 
• James Swift 

• with John Standerwick, Caroline Davies, Rafal Gongola, Ottilie Standerwick, Kate Sarsby, Jo Lyons  

• Trealy Farm Charcuterie - company name ‘WSS Charcuterie Ltd’ 

•  SALSA accredited.  

• Soil Association Food For Life Catering Mark compliant. 

•  Awards 2016 – shortlisted for inaugural Delicious Magazine Food Awards – finding out more in August! 

•   

• Awards: 2006-2015.  

• BBC Food & Farming Awards: British Food Producer Of The Year.  

• Observer Food Awards: Best UK Food Producer.  

• Great Taste Awards: 11 including two Three-Star Gold products, one awarded ‘Best Welsh Product’ & in 
Top 6 UK food & drink products, one shortlisted in top 30 UK products 

• True Taste Awards: 10, including three Gold Awards. 

• Waitrose Made In Britain Awards: Runner-up. 

• Local Food Heroes Awards: Wales Winner.  

• Good Housekeeping Food Awards: Best Product.  

• Quality Food Awards: Finalist in 'Best Local Food Producer' Category. 

• UK Pig & Poultry Marketing Awards: the ‘Cumberland Salami’ we made for Woodall’s Charcuterie was 
overall winner. 

•   

• Park Farm, Plough Road, Goytre, NP4 0AL - (Main Production Unit & Deliveries) 

• Trealy Farm, Mitchel Troy, Monmouth, NP25 4BL - (All Training Courses, Registered & Fully Equipped Meat Processing Unit 
for Day Hire to Smallholders etc)  Tel: 01495 785090 

• Web: www.trealyfarm.com Twitter: @trealyfarm 

• E-mail: info@trealyfarm.com  

http://www.trealyfarm.com/
mailto:info@trealyfarm.com


Financial report on ATT from Rod Cunningham 
(Treasurer) 

• Financial update as of 15th July 2016 

• ATT has the following funds: 

• Lloyds account £2009 

• Credit Union account £873 

• financial commitments: 

• as from 14th July 2001 we are paying a standing order of £21 
a month (on the 14th of the month) to the Abergavenny 
Community Centre for hire of rooms (3 hours per month) 

•   

• We also pay around £250 per annum insurance for 
community events. This covers the Community Canteen, 
various community events affiliated with ATT. 

•   



AOB 

• We did also cover short and speedy presentations on:- 

•  The MCC Hub at Usk ( Library and one- stop-shop + other 
services and training) 

• Further information on Abergavenny Town Hall proposals 

• Investigation by ATT members of route options for cyclists on 
south side of Usk on Llanfoist  side. 

• We did not cover as planned on the agenda, reports from the 
FoE renewable energy meeting plus also an update on 
Abergavenny Community Energy’s bid for projects. 

• Next meeting will be  Thursday September 8th 

• Have a good break if you intend to. 


